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Any one who has witnessed the delight of a congrega- 
tion in joining in anything with " a tune," must admit 
that such a style of mingled spirit, grandeur and beauty, 
were it possible to introduce it, stripped of its vain repeti- 
tions of the words, and divested of difficult and com- 
plicated passages (voices in unison if you please), would 
soon go far enough towards superseding all others. We 
would enlist in the service of religion that love for cheer- 
fulness and beauty which exists in the human mind, not 
(as some well-meaning people have attempted) by picking 
up obsolete minuets, operatic airs, and popular melodies, 
but by imitating the illustrious examples bequeathed by 
genius to another church, but slightly modified, to accord 
with the ideas of our own. 

In common, doubtless, with many other of your readers, 
I am anxiously waiting your critique on the Ely services ; 
and the only fault I have to find with your critiques on 
Church Music generally, is that they are too short and 
come too seldom ; still, they must have a great and bene- 
ficial influence on the public taste, which is every day 
improving, and this desirable result is no doubt largely 
attributable to the influence of the Musical Times and 
kindred publications. 

Trusting you will not let the subject drop, 

I am, Sir, yours, obediently, 
August 6, 1868. Choirmaster. 

[As the above letter appears to us to embody the opinions 
of a large number of those who are earnestly working for 
the benefit of Church music in general, we thought it ad- 
visable to print it, and at the same time point out where 
we consider our correspondent falls into error. 

That there has existed a strong desire in the minds of 
choirmasters for adequate settings of the Canticles, we 
cannot, nor do we desire to deny ; but that the want 
should be still felt and still ungratified, is certainly a 
matter of astonishment to us. We believe there has 
never been a time when so much activity has been dis- 
played, both by composers and publishers ; and we have 
a solemn conviction that since the time of Purcell, there 
has been no such earnest striving after legitimate novelty, 
or determination to avoid being guided by precedent, 
( when that precedent had proved itself contrary to common 
sense,) as we find exhibited at the present time. We 
cannot help looking upon our correspondent with some 
degree of sympathy, when he says that out of the large 
number of settings published during the last few years, 
he can only find one or two that at all comes up to his 
ideal. Is he acquainted with Wesley's Chant Service, 
Goss's simple Service (unison and in parts), Calkin's 
Service in D, Henry Baker's in F, and the settings of 
Dr. Dykes, W. T. Best, and Dr. E. G. Monk ? 

We should think it is hardly necessary to point 
out the fallacy of supposing that a Te Deum, (short 
enough for use in the English Church,) could by any 
possibility be constructed with the amount of development 
necessary for a Concert-room work. " Choirmaster " 
should remember the enormous quantity of words to be 
set, and the variety of feelings to be expressed in the 
course of that one Canticle. There is little doubt in our 
mind that the old Church writers found the varying 
character of the words so great a difficulty that, rather 
than make their work patchy, they concluded to dispense 
with colour altogether. We cordially concur with our corres- 
pondent's desire that music for the Church should be less 
learned and more inspired, and in that matter follow 
the best traditions of the old English Anthem writers ; 
but that a Te Deum should be made to resemble a Motett 
of Mozart's, is, to our thinking utterly impracticable, and 
highly unnecessary. Again, " Choirmaster " forgets that 
compositions of the difficulty and importance of Splendente 
Te l)eus, and the Masses of which he speaks, are altogether 
above the capabilities of an amateur Church choir; 
therefore, if he be willing to admit Cathedral choir-music 
into the argument, it is possible to cite Services now in 
use, of at least a higher class than King in C, or Jackson 
in E. Take, for example, Wesley in E, Turle in D, 



Hopkins in F and A, Macfarren in E flat, Garrett in D 
and F. Attwood, who was a pupil of Mozart, in D, 
C, and A. There he will find beautiful melodies, 
rich harmonies, and an accompaniment as free as 
any choirmaster could desire. But to return to the 
former part of the letter, we feel confident " Choir- 
master " would find more than one out of the thirtv- 
and-two Te Deums forming the " Ely series," to repay him 
for the time spent in a careful examination, if he really 
and earnestly desired it.] 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
*,,* Notices of concerts, and other information supplied by our 
friends in the country, must be forwarded as early as 
possible after the occurrence ; otherwise they cannot be 
inserted. Our correspondents must specifically denote 
the date of each concert, for without such date no notice 
can be taken of the performance. 

We bey to remind our correspondents that all notices of coun- 
try concerts, whether written or extracted from news- 
papers, must be accompanied by the name and address of 
the person who sends them. 

Our correspondents will greatly oblige by writing all names 
as clearly as possible, as we cannot be responsible for 
any mistakes which may occur. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions; the 
authors, therefore, will do well to retain copies 

Notice is sent to all Subscribers whose payment (in advance) 
is exhausted. The paper will be discontinued where the 
Subscription is not renewed. We again remind those 
who are disappointed in obtaining back numbers that, 
although the music pages are always stereotyped, only 
a sufficient quantity of the rest of the paper is printed 
to supply the current sale. 

Edward Lansdowne. — We have so repeatedly said that we 
never offer opinions upon MS. musical compositions, 
that we should not reply to our correspondent on the pre- 
sent occasion, had we not also to inform him that it is 
not our practice to "give prizes for original tunes." 

A Constant Subscriber. — Practise carefully, under a good 
master. 

N. A. — The literal meaning of the word is, " love of 
harmony." 



Brief Summarg of Countrg fictog, 

We do not hold ourselves responsible for any opinions 
expressed in this Summary; as all the notices are either 
collated from the local papers, or supplied to us by occasional 
correspondents. 

Barbados. — At the Second Concert of the 
Philharmonic Society, which took place at Marshall's 
Hall, on the 16th June, Romberg's Cantata, The Lay of the 
Bell, formed the first part of the programme, and proved 
highly effective. The second part was miscellaneous, 
and contained a very excellent selection of compositions. 
We understand that the Society proposes, in pursuance of 
its original intention, to attempt, in the coming season the 
formation of vocal and instrumental schools. 

Bath. — The Members of the Bath Abbey con- 
gregation, and others, presented Mr. J. K. Pyne, on 
Friday, the 14th ult., with a purse of gold, in testimony 
of their high appreciation of his musical talent, and also 
of his valuable services as Organist of the Abbey Church, 
for a period of nearly thirty years ; and they also ex- 
pressed a hope that he may he long spared to continue 
them. We are now glad to find that Mr. Pyne has, for 
the last two Sundays, resumed his professional duties. 

Beat/marts. — On Thursday Evening, the 13th 
ult., Mr. Thomas S. Binns, gave a Subscription Concert, 
before a large audience in the Town Hall. The pro- 
gramme was well selected and excellently rendered. The 
principal vocalists were, Miss Bellis (soprano), Miss C. 
Stanhope Jones, and Dr. Havertree (who ably supplied 
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the place of Mr. E. Roberts, absent through ill-health) 
Mr. Binns, and Mr. Howgate. The glees and choruses 
were rendered in a very efficient manner by some mem- 
bers of the Beaumaris Choral Society, under the con 
ductorship of Mr. Binns, organist and choir-master of St. 
Mary's Church. The band of the Royal Light Infantry 
Militia (band-master Mr. Hindmarsh) accompanied the 
glees and choruses in a most creditable manner. 

Cape oe Good Hope. — The Concert given on 
the 10th July, by the Good Hope Choral Union, of which 
Mr. Ashley is the conductor, at the Odd Fellows' Hall, 
was one which deservedly attracted a large and apprecia- 
tive audience. The programme was both ample and 
select, comprising some excellent songs and choruses ; and 
it was gratifying to hear them so well executed by the 
members of the Union. The performance evidently gave 
much satisfaction, as was demonstrated by the frequent 
encores during the evening. Mr. Ashley really deserves 
great credit for the pains he has bestowed on the Society ; 
and it is to be regretted that well-trained musical unions 
are not more plentiful in a city like Cape Town. 

Earnborough, Hants. — On "Wednesday and 
Thursday, the 19th and 20th ult., Two Concerts were 
given by the Church choir, in the new School room, in aid 
of the Building Fund. Mr. E. Maclaurin, and Messrs. Dean 
and Bray, gave several songs in a very creditable manner. 
Amongst the glees, "O hush thee, my babie," " Sir Knight, 
Sir Knight," and the " March of the Men of Harlech," 
were especially well received. Mrs. and the Misses Long- 
man, very kindly gave their services at the Concert, and 
also assisted in decorating the room for the occasion. 
Mr. Kinkee (late of St. Paul's, Knightsbridge) who con- 
ducted, deserves the utmost credit for the pains he has 
taken in teaching the choir. He was assisted at the 
pianoforte by Mrs. Timm. 

Lancaster. — The Second Festival of the 
Lancaster Church Choral Union was held on the after- 
noon of Tuesday, the 11th ult., at the Parish Church of 
St. Mary's. The choirs in attendance (numbering 150 
voices) were those of St. Mary's, St. John's, and St. Luke's ; 
the village choirs of Wyresdale, Quernmore, Shireshead, 
Morecambe, Ellel, Halton, and Cockerham. There was a 
full choral service, the prayers being intoned by the Rev. 
R. Atkinson, Vicar of Cockerham, and Precentor of the As- 
sociation. The sermon was preached by the Rev. 0. T. 
Royds, rector of Heysham. The service was commenced 
by the choirs singing, " The Strain upraise," (Hymns 
Ancient and Modern); psalms chanted to Hopkins, single, 
E flat ; Cantate, to Elvey, single, in F. Deus, to Goss, 
single in A. Anthem by Weldon, " O Praise God." Before 
the sermon, the hymn, "Jesus, lover of my soul;" after 
the sermon, the hymn, " Sweet Saviour, bless us ere we 
go," both from Hymns Ancient and Modern. The re- 
sponses same as used at St. Andrew's, Wells Street, London. 
The music was rendered in an excellent manner through- 
out ; and reflected the utmost credit upon the indefatigable 
choir-master, Mr. Arrowsmith, who is held in the highest 
estimation by the choirs composing this Association. 
F. Dean, Esq., organist of St. Mary's, Lancaster, presided 
at the organ with his usual ability. 

Leeds. — The second Concert in connection 
with the present Assizes, was given on the 11th ult. ; and, 
notwithstanding the showery character of the evening, 
the hall was well filled. The vocalists were the old 
favourite with Leeds concert-goers, Miss Helena Walker, 
who was in excellent voice, and acquitted herself with hev 
accustomed ability ; and Mr. C. Videon Harding, who 
sang with much care and feeling. Mr. E. De Jong per- 
formed two solos on the flute, in addition to playing the 
flute obbligato to the echo song, given by Miss Walker. 
It must be highly satisfactory to Dr. Spark, the conductor, 
(who, as usual, played several compositions on the organ) 
to find that these Concerts are so highly appreciated. 



Northampton. — On Tuesday, the 21st July, 
two grand Amateur Concerts, with professional assistance, 
were given in the Town Hall, under the most distinguished 
patronage, in aid of the funds of the County Orphanage 
for Girls ; Hon. Sec. Captain Rose. The principal amateurs 
were Miss Price, Miss Kerr, the Misses Blaydes, Miss 
Milton, Miss Rumball, Rev. F. Richardson, Rev. F. 
Thompson, Rev. F. Blaydes, Mr. G. Blaydes, and Mr. J. 
Roughton. The artists engaged were Miss Banks, Miss 
Chadwick (contralto, of the Royal Academy of Music), Mr. 
Kerr Gedge, Mr. J. B. Chatterton (harpist to Her Majesty), 
Mr. Eayres I violinist, of the Royal Italian Opera, &c), and 
Messrs. Duxbury, Ling, and Swift, of the Peterborough 
Choir. It may be perhaps invidious to single out any 
particular pieces for special commendation, but we can 
safely allude to the air, " My soul is dark " (by T. D. 
Chatterton), which was excellently sung by Miss Banks 
(to Mr. J. B. Chatterton's harp accompaniment), and re- 
demanded. " The Bells of Aberdovey," given in the 
original Welsh by Miss Kerr, to the same accompaniment, 
was also encored. Miss Price sang " Softly sighs " and 
" Orpheus, with his lute," with much feeling and taste; 
and Miss Chadwick and Mr. Kerr Gedge were also highly 
successful in their vocal solos. The Duos for harp and 
piano, and violin and piano, were most effectively executed ; 
as were also Weber's " Concertstilck " and a Pianoforte 
Fantasia by Ascher ; both played by Miss Milton, of the 
Royal Academy. Mr. Sidney Naylor accompanied and 
conducted in his usual able manner. The musical 
arrangements were entirely in the hands of the Rev. F. 
H. M. Blaydes,Vicar of Harringworth. It isto be hoped that, 
if on any future occasion a similar Amateur Concert should 
be given, it will be better supported ; and that the people 
both of the town and the country, will exert themselves 
to second the efforts of those who seek to combine a work 
of charity, with the pleasure derived from the cultivation 
of good music. 

Nottingham.— A new Organ, built by Messrs. 
Lloyd and Dudgeon for the Wesleyan Chapel, Arkwright 
Street, has been recently opened by Mr. George Essex, 
jun., Organist to the Sacred Harmonic Society. We 
regret that we have not space for the synopsis of the instru- 
ment, furnished us by the builders, but it appears in every 
respect highly satisfactory ; and is enclosed in a deal case 
of Gothic design with gilt front speaking pipes. The 
opening Services were continued on the following Sunday, 
when S. Samson, Esq., presided at the organ. 

Penzance. — St. Mary's Church (which had 
been closed for some time, whilst undergoing repairs) was 
re-opened on the 9th ult. There was full Choral Service 
both morning and evening. On this occasion a new 
Anthem was sung, composed by the organist, Mr. J. H. 
Nunn, taken from the 84th Psalm, " Oh, how amiable 
are thy dwellings." It commences with chorus, followed 
by a treble solo, which is succeeded by a quartet and 
chorus. The harmony is exceedingly good throughout, 
and it may be considered a true specimen of Church 
music. The choir (numbering about thirty), sang it 
remarkably well ; and their chanting of the Psalms, both 
morning and evening, was excellent. The organ in this 
Church is a very fine one, built by Crabb, of Exeter, in 
1834. It has three manuals and forty stops : the whole 
of the interior has been cleaned, and the instrument well 
tuned throughout ; and it is now in very good condition. 

At St. John's Hall, on Friday evening, the 21st ult., 

Mr. W. S. Hoyte (organist of All Saints', Margaret 
Street, London), gave an Organ Recital on the splendid 
instrument contained in the above hall. The first part 
opened with the overture to the Occasional Oratorio of 
Handel, followed by the first movement from the Quartet 
in G minor, of Spohr, an Adagio Cantabile, of Haydn, 
and a Toccata, in A flat, by Hesse. Mr. Hoyte's playing 
of these was most warmly applauded by the numerous 
organ critics, &c, who were present. In the second part, 
Mr. Hoyte was compelled to respond to an encore, for his 
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performance of a grand Pedal Prelude and Fugue of 
Bach. One of Wely's Offertories in C (from the " Modern 
Organist"), gave the performer an opportunity of die- 
playing many of the solo stops of the organ. The second 
part concluded with Handel's chorus, " Fix'd in his ever- 
lasting seat. In this the pedal playing of Mr. Hoyte 
created a burst of applause from the audience, and he was 
compelled to repeat it. The organ in this spacious Music 
Hall was built by Messrs. Bryceson about twelve months 
since. It has three manuals and forty-seven stops. The 
choir and the swell organ are remarkably good as to 
quality of tone and variety of stops. The great organ 
also contains splendid diapasons ; and the Bourdon, double 
diapason, violin and trombone in the pedal organ, are ex- 
tremely round and mellow. 

Portsmouth. — The members of the Choral 
Society celebrated the anniversary of its inauguration on 
the 22nd July. About 110 members and their friends 
met at the Green-row Rooms, and at one o'clock left, by 
road, on a pic-nic to Rowland's Castle (where excellent 
arrangements had been previously made by Mr. Fowles). 
Before tea, a number of part-songs and choruse3 were sung, 
under the shade of the lofty trees, with very beautiful 
effect. After tea a very interesting addition was made to 
the day's programme. The chairman of the Society (J. 
W. Coles. Esq.), claiming a few minutes' attention, con- 
gratulated the members and friends on such a happy 
meeting, and said that he had been requested by the 
members to present to Mr. Fowles, their conductor, a 
testimonial, as a slight recognition of his valuable services, 
at the same time exhibiting a baton of silver gilt, and of a 
chaste design, supplied by Mr. Haydon, of Palmerston 
Road, Southsea, bearing a suitable inscription. Mr. 
Fowles, in thanking the members, said he hoped the good 
wishes of Mr. Coles would be fully realised ; and he took 
this occasion of congratulating them on the proficiency 
they had attained, and at the same time urged them to 
more regular attendance at the weekly rehearsals, feeling 
assured that, with the talent the Society now possessed, 
and to which he hoped more would be added, the time 
was not far distant, when the Borough of Portsmouth 
Choral Society would rank second to none out of London. 

Westebham. — Two Concerts (morning and 
evening), were given here on the 4th of August, by the 
Westerham Amateur Choral Association. Mendelssohn's 
forty-second psalm, and a selection from Haydn's Spring, 
formed attractive features in the performances. The 
second-part of each Concert was varied and pleasing, con- 
taining solos, part-songs, choruses, (by Auber, Bishop, 
J. B. Calkin, and Macirone) and several instrumental 
performances; pianoforte, Misses Warde and Thompson; 
violin, Mr. Whitehead ; harmonium, Mr. Kinkee. The 
solo singers were the Misses Meeke, C. Warde, Master, 
Hoare, Mrs. G. Hoare, Lady Harriet Warde, the Rev. 
Messrs. G. T. Hoare, Fynes Webber, William Howard, 
Messrs. Liley, Harris, and Kerr Gedge. Conductor, Mr. 
Kinkee. 

Wilton. — On Thursday evening, the 13ih 
nit., a few of the members belonging to the Choral Society, 
availed themselves of an opportunity to practise with Mrs. 
Goulden, of Doncaster, an excellent soprano, now on a 
visit to Wilton. The pieces selected were choruses from 
the Messiah, Judas Maeeabceus, Sampson, and the Creation. 
Mrs. Goulden displayed her voice with much effect in the 
solos, " But thou did'st not leave his soul in hell," " In 
Native worth," and " With verdure elad." The choruses 
were well given ; and we were greatly surprised to find 
such talent, considering that the Society has not met for 
practice for two years. We trust, during the coming 
winter, our choral friends will muster together, and give 
a few open nights ; for we are fully convinced that they 
have the power to re-establish themselves in popular 
favour. We must not forget to mention the name of 
Mr. William Goulden, organist, of Boyne Hill, Berks, who 
presided at the piano. 



of great admiration amongst those present; and from the 
accounts we have read of him, we believe at some future 
day he may hold a high position in the profession. 



Oegaw Appointments. — Mr. "W. B. Goate 

to the Parish Church, Gainford. Mr. T. K. Baldock, 

to St. Paul's Church, Southwark. Mr. E. D. Hoe, 

Assistant Organist of the Minster, Southwell, appointed 
Organist and Choir-master to Saint John's, Mansfield. 
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DURING THE LAST MONTH, 
Published by NOVELLO, EWER & CO. 

G05S, JOHN.— Magnificat and Nunc dimittis, in 
A, for Voices in Unison, with Accompaniment for Organ or 
Pianoforte. Octavo, 4d. The same for four voices. Octavo, 4d. 
The Order for the Burial of the Dead. Voeal Score folio, 3s. ; 
separate vocal parts, Is. 6d. Vocal Score Octavo, with the 
Prayers and Psalms, Is. 

JOULE, B. ST. J. B.— Miscellaneous Chants, and 
Chants for the Venite, being a Supplement to " Joule's Col- 
lection of Chants." Is. 

DIXON, G., Mus. Doc, Oxon. — Open me the 
gates of righteousness. Anthem for four voices, composed 
for the re-opening of the Parish Church of Grantham. 8s. 

EYLAND, H.— Praise ye the Lord. Full Anthem 
for four voices. Octavo. 6d. 

AKELEY, HERBERT S.— This is the day which 

the Lord hath made. Full Anthem for four voices. Re- 
written for the Peterborough Choral Festival. 2s. 

ALMER, L. S.— Great is the Lord. Anthem for 

Harvest-Tide. Octavo. 3d. 

LANCASTER, JOSEPH.— The Leeds Tune Book; 
a Collection of 232 Congregational Hymn Tunes of all Metres 
for use in Public Worship. Bound in cloth, 4s. Cd. 

PALMER, L. S. — Brightly gleams our banner. 
Processional Hymn. Octavo. 2d. 

HANDEL. — Now love that everlasting boy. 
Chorus from Sermle. Vocal parts, 6d. 

He saw the lovely youth. Chorus from Theodora. Vocal 

parts, Gl. 

COOPER, GEORGE. — Organ Arrangements, 
No. 27, price 2s., contains: — Andante con moto. Op. 17 (Men- 
delssohn), and Fugue in double counterpoint by all the intervals 
(Schwenke). 

AKELEY, HERBERT S.— Four Choral Fugues 
by Bach, arranged for the Organ. 2s. 

1. Alles was Odem hat, lobe den Herrn ... Motett 1 

2. Ihr aber seyd nicht fleischlich ... Motett 5 

3. Der aber die Herzen erforschet ... Motett 6 

4. Sicut locutus est ... ... ... Magnificat. 

SANGSTER, WALTER H. — Andante for the 
Organ. 2s. 

BARNBY, JOSEPH. — How fades the light. 
Song. Is. 3d. 

WESLEY, Dr. S. S.—Marck aad Rondo for the 
Pianoforte. 3s. The March singly, Is. 6d. 
TAYLOR, J. — A Summer day. Four-part Song. 
Octavo. 2d. 

London: Novello, Ewer and Co. 



THE ENGLISH GLEE UNION, Messrs. H. 
Ashton, C. Phillips, C. Clagett, and J. Budkin. For terms, 
address Mr. J. Eudkln, 122, Culford-road, N. 



F. LUCAS, Music Sellers' Accountant, 

26, Maddox-street, W. — All matters in connexion with the 
Trade, whether Partnerships, Transfer of Business, or other 
arrangements, promptly carried out. 
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The best system fpr saying the Psalms in English which has yet 
appeared, as well as the easiest" — Letter to the Editor. 

FREE CHANT. — Cadences for the Congregational 
Recitation of the Psalms without " pointing " marks, by aid 
of the Prayer-Book colons alone. By John Ckowdy. Novello, 
Ewer and Co. Price Is. ; by post, 13d. Canticles, 6d. 



THE LEADING REVIEW in the September 
Number of the CHOIRMASTER is one, by a competent 
Theorist, of Sir F. Ouseley's new Treatise on Harmony. 3d., or 
His performance was the theme 4 stamps.— 5, Burleigh-street. 



